
Algeria 2024  

This speach beginns 11 years ago.... at the ESOP23. In Prague I meet Baba Aisa Djounai the first time.

Baba Aisa Djounai was a good ambassador for his country. I learned something about Algeria and its active astronomy community.

On a small piece of paper he wrote some details about his country

We agreed that I have to visit Algeria one day....Ten years later there was a good chance at a star occultation by the minor planet (16)Psyche at 8 October 2024. The
asteroid occults at this night a six mag star! 

Psyche ist interesting because it's the target of a space mission:

In the same night Neptune occults a 11mag star.

The cross is  the position of the 11 mag star.

The occultation was combined with a astronomical meeting in Laghouat.
Laghouat is a city in the desert 600km south of Algiers.

We drive over the 2000m high Atlas moutains near the coast

In the mountains the temperatures drop von 37 to 27 degree.

After the mountains the landscape become dry.

We saw little Salt-Sees and a desertstorm.

In Laghouat there was a friendly welcome.

 

During a short tour of the conference building, a film was shown, among other things, reporting on the activities of Algerian amateur astronomers. Imparting
knowledge to children is an important topic, but there are also observational excursions into the snow-covered mountains in winter.

Three group photos were taken to comment the result of the observation planned for the following day.

Unfortunately the weather was bad and the last picture presents the results :-(

South of my position we had a positive result.
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Algeria 2024 - Crater of Maadna

2 days before the end of the trip, we visited the Maadna Crater, also known as the Talemzane Crater.

The desert crater is considered one of the most beautiful and best-preserved on earth. There are no roads leading there. About an hour from Laghouat, we switched to an off-road vehicle in
Hassi Delaa. The owner of the vehicle regularly drives people through the desert for a fee.

Together with two Algerian stargazers we bumped for two hours over hill and dale to the crater rim.

In some places, the green is sufficient for sheep and goats.

Twice we saw semi-wild dromedaries.
You can get within about 10 meters of the animals, but then they run away. Not all animals have owners. Animals that do have owners are marked with a brand.

The crater lies in a largely flat landscape.

There are a few hills in the area, but they probably originated in connection with the impact 3 million years ago.

The crater basin is clearly visible from the crater rim. With a diameter of 1.75 km, the crater rim is only about 75 m high. This clearly shows how shallow the craters on the Moon must be.

The journey to the center of the crater leads over mixed debris. The debris has no connection to the impact. There are no meteorites there.

No Shattercones. However, in some places on the slope, white, cracked bedrock was visible. The cracks likely originated during the impact.

The cracks in the stone are probably not a result of the heat, because such stones were not found anywhere else in the desert!

There is very little debris in the center of the crater. Wind-blown sand has settled here and leveled the ground.

Some moisture collects deep in the crater floor, allowing some shrubs to grow on the deposited drifting sand.

There are only a few stones in the center of the crater, but they look interesting:

Seeliger effect at a panorama.

What's interesting is the different brightness of the crater floor in the northern and southern parts of the crater. This is a real phenomenon and not an artifact of the imaging technology!

Two panoramas were taken in the center and at the rim of the crater.

Hauptseite

https://www.astrode.de/esop2025a.htm
https://www.astrode.de/esop2025a.htm
https://www.astrode.de/esop2025c.htm
https://www.astrode.de/esop2025c.htm
https://www.astrode.de/astro.htm
https://www.astrode.de/email.gif
https://www.astrode.de/email.gif


Algeria 2024

Algeria is an interesting destination for the 2027 solar eclipse.
There are several advantages:

... The country has wonderfull landscapes ...

...great roman citys ...

World Heritage: Mosaics of Djemila

It could become cold in the mountains. Djemila 8 weeks after my visit. The photos made by Amine.

 

There are a total of 7 World Heritage sites:

The most pleasant temperatures at the solar eclipse 2027 maybe exist in Algeria. Algiers is on the same latitude as South-Spain and on August 2nd 2027 the eclipse is almost 1 minute
longer than in southern Spain

Algeria is a big country and has a long path. There are 1,000km of alternative routes. In Spain and Morocco it's less than 100km:

Near Batna, the central line runs over 1,800-meter-high mountains and past the ruined city of Timgat:

But there are also disadvantages:

The visa costs about 250 euros and the application process is bureaucratic.

There are no larger banknotes. The biggest one is 2,000 dinars which is equivalent to approximately 15 euro.
Those who pay with cash always have a bundle of banknotes.

In Algeria only VISA card works - no Mastercard:

You are not allowed to take stones as souvenirs:

The import of binoculars and telescopes is prohibited! (This also applies to all other North African countries! Including Morocco and Egypt!).
Photographic lenses are not a problem.

My 15x70 was confiscated at the airport, but I returned it with a receipt on my return flight:

So in summary:
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Algeria and the crater of Madna

Additional Information:
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